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Before We Get Started

ÅDemoWareDisclaimer

ÅUsing a Different JavaScript Library?

ïLetõs not get into a Library war.  If you are using a 

different library and you are happy with it,  Good!!!

ÅHave Your own Custom Library

ïJust Stop!!  Pick an existing library and stick with it.  

If it doesnõt do something exactly the way you want, 

customize and contribute to the community.



Topics to Cover
ÅUnobtrusive JavaScript  (UJS) & Progressive 

Enhancement

ïWhat, Why, & How

ÅJQuery

ïDOM Element Selectors

ïEvent Handling

ïHTML Manipulation and Traversal

ïAJAX

ÅJQuery& UJS in a WebFormapps



What is Unobtrusive JavaScript

ÅStyle of JavaScript Programming that allows 
you to add behavior to websites in a 
progressive fashion

ÅA subset of Progressive Enhancement Web 
Site Architecture

ïIncludes UJS

ïCSS

ïSemantic HTML



Principles of
Unobtrusive JavaScript

ÅSeparation of behavior from HTML

ÅMake No Assumptions about the browserõs 

capability and user preferences

ÅProgressive Enhancement

ïBuild site for least functionality, progressively 

add style and functionality

ÅFollowing W3C Standards



The Bad Old Days

ÅOnly Layout options were tables

ÅAll formatting had to be inline with font tags 

or element attributes

ÅBehavior was inline with each element

ÅHtml was used for style, structure, and 

behavior



Moving To Semantic Markup

ÅUse HTML to describe the semantic meaning 

and relationship of your content

ïUsing Html to describe visual 
appearance 

<br ><br > 
<b><font size="2">Widget X</font></b>
<br ><br > 
<font size="1">Widget X is the greatest things 
since sliced bread.</font>



Semantic Style

<div id="widgetXContainter"> 

<h3>Widget X</h3> 

<p>Widget X is the greatest things since 

sliced bread.

</p> 

</div>



Progressive Enhancement

ÅSimilar Concept to Grace Degradation except 

in reverse

ÅStart by building your page to work on the 

lowest common denominator and build up to 

more capable browsers

ÅNo JavaScript

ÅNo CSS



UJS allows for Progressive 
Enhancement 

ÅNo in-line event handlers

ÅAll code is contained in external .js files

ÅThe site remains usable without JavaScript

ÅExisting links, buttons and forms are 

repurposed when JavaScript is available

ÅJavaScript dependent elements are 

dynamically added to the page



Why follow UJS Principles

ÅAllows for the broadest possible audience

ïMore and More people access web sites through 

mobile browsers

ïEach have different JavaScript & CSS 

functionality



Mobile Browsers



Why follow UJS Principles

ÅFaster Page Loads

ïCaching of CSS and JavaScript

ïFaster processing of HTML

ÅEasier to Maintain and Enhance Website

ïChanging behavior for large set of events

ïChanging Layout



Obtrusive JavaScript

ÅHave you read our

<a href=" javascript:window.open(

'terms.html',

ʎÐÏÐÕÐƥƗ

ʎÈÅÉÇÈÔˮʪʣʣƗ×ÉÄÔÈˮʩʣʣƗÔÏÏÌÂÁÒˮÎÏƦƾƘʏ˲

terms and conditions</a>



Converted to Unobtrusive

ÅHTML

ïHave you read our<a href="terms.htmló 

class="sidenoteó>terms and conditions</a>

ÅCSS

ïCSS class sidenote

ÅJavaScript

ïEvent Handler for the click event in a separate



jQuery

ÅJavaScript libraryto help perform common 

and / or difficult client-side tasks

ÅAdvantages

ïCross Browser

ïLight-weight

ïEasyDOM selection & manipulation

ïPluggable architecture keeps file size down and 

easily extensible



Functions

ÅNamed

var doSomething = function(arg1,arg2){

//code goes here

}

ÅInline or Anonymous

function(){//code goes here}


